Installing a local web server
José Manuel Bouzán Matanza

From this version 6.0 Ardora creates a new kind of sites that need to be lodged in a web server to
make them work. The aim of this tutorial is the installation in our computer of this web server so that
you can make “previews” of these pages while you’re still creating the activity (you can also read the
tutorial explaining how to create these “pages within a server”) with no need to “upload” the files to a
server every time you change something.
For this installation we are going to use the Apache Web server, probably the most popular Web
server in use on the Internet today. We also need to have PHP language installed. There are some
projects on the internet to make this task easier. We will explain here that process using AppServ
(www.appservnetwork.com) because you can really install it in a minute without making any
configuration.
We have to download it from the web mentioned before. At the moment of making this tutorial,
there are two possible versions to be downloaded (in red). We will download the version 2.5.10.
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This version will install Apache 2.2.8, PHP 5.2.6 and two database applications. In our case, these
database are not important since Ardora does not use database.
It is highly recommended to download version 2.5.10 instead AppServ 2.6.0. as this one uses a
PHP version still under development (PHP 6.0.0-dev).
Clicking on the Sourceforge.net link, we are taken to the “download page”. (We have to download the
file appserv-win32-2.5.10; As long as this project is being carried out, it is possible that these numbers
change).
It is also likely that during the installation, the windows firewall asks for permission to “disable” this
service. If so, allow it.
The installation process
is similar to any other
Windows software: We
execute the “.exe” file
we
have
just
downloaded and follow
the indications. After
accepting the license
agreement (GNU), we
are asked for the folder
where we are going to
install the server (by
default: c:\AppServ. If
you decide to change it,
remember NOT to use :
“ñ, ç...”, written accents
or blank spaces.

Remember the name of this folder as you are going to use it afterwards, in Ardora's setup.
When we click on “next”, we will find the following
screen, where you must indicate which applications
you wish to install. As we have already said, we only
need the web server (Apache http Server) and the
PHP language (PHP Hypertext Preprocessor).
Nevertheless you can install the other two applications
which make reference to the MySQL database (the
proper database and phpMyAdmin, a MySQL editor)
as they need little space in your hard disk and they will
allow you to install Moodle, WrodPress, Joomla, or
Drupal in your personal computer.
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Then, you have to insert some data in this screen. These data are not important for our purpose, as
this is not going to be an Internet server nor even a domain. So we must only write something
“similar to” what they are asking for. I mean, on the first line we are asked to write the server's name,
so we can write anything like “www.anywordyoulike.com” (Remember you mustn't use “ñ, ç...” nor
“written accents” or “blank_spaces”) On the next line we must enter an e-mail (again, it is not
necessary that it actually exists), for example “mymail@ismine.com”. Do NOT change the final box.
To finish, you will be asked to start the
server and the database (if you did
install it). I recommend you to activate
these options. So, you won't have to
“launch” them every time you turn on
your computer

IMPORTANT: Keep in mind that we have
not installed a “normal” application with
buttons, windows, etc. It is just a “service”.
(Something working on our computer to allow
us view some websites). That's why the options
appearing on Start ---> Programmes --->
AppServ only serve to “launch” or “stop” this
service.
Once we have installed the server in our computer, we must open Ardora and specify “where” the
location of that server is. To do that, just click on the utilities menu, and select the option
“Configurate Ardora”. In the centre of the window we must choose “Path to local server” and click
on the opening folder. Here, we should indicate the location of the
WWW folder, which is
within another folder containing the web server.
If you didn’t alter any data during the installation process, the path to this folder must be:
“c:\AppServ\www.”
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To save this data, click on the “accept” button (it is on the bottom left hand corner) and from that
very moment, you will be able to “preview” also the “pages within a server” we have created. In fact,
if after specifying that folder, you open any of these activities with Ardora you will see that the
“preview” button (eye icon) is already fully activated.
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